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January 23, 2022 
 
 
 
Honorable City Council 
City of Los Angeles 
c/o: Office of the City Clerk 
City Hall, Room 395 
 
Honorable Members of the City Council: 
 
Subject: 
 
 
Ascot Hills Park, Ernest E Debs Regional Park, And Elysian Park — Approval of Final Plans for 
the Urban Greening in Northeast LA Project; Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with North East 
Trees (Net) for the Urban Greening in Northeast LA Project – Categorical Exemption from The 
Provisions of The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Pursuant to Article III, Section 1, 
Class 4(3) [Planting of New Trees] of City CEQA Guidelines and Article 19, Section 15304(b) of 
California CEQA Guidelines 
 
Recommendation for Council Action: 
 
The Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners (Board) respectfully requests City Council 
Approve the Ascot Hills Park, Ernest E. Debs Regional Park, and Elysian Park – Urban 
Greening in Northeast LA Project (Project) that will be constructed and maintained by 
North East Trees, Inc. (NET);(ii) Approve the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with NET 
regarding the Project which would allow for tree planting, landscaping, installation of temporary 
irrigation equipment, removal of invasive weeds; and performance of maintenance and plant 
establishment work as defined in the MOA 
 
Background: 
 
On August 2020, NET received a grant from the State of California Department of Forestry and 
Fire Protection (State). The grant is for a sum of $1,423,428.00 (One Million Four Hundred 
Twenty-Three Thousand Dollars). The primary objective of the NET’s Project is to dramatically 
increase tree canopy cover in the highly urbanized and tree deficient areas of Northeast Los 
Angeles as well as plant 3,500 large canopy trees at various sites in the Northeast Los Angeles 
(NELA) communities and hire, educate, and train at-risk youth from these NELA communities 
and other surrounding communities. The grant’s performance period will end on March 30, 
2024, but NET has agreed to install and maintain the Project for the term of the MOA, which is 
five (5) years. NET has selected three (3) RAP sites for the proposed Project that will be funded 
by the State’s 
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grant: Ascot Hills Park, Ernest E. Debs Regional Park, and Elysian Park. 
 
Fiscal Impact Statement: 
 
There is no fiscal impact on RAP's General Fund as the funds for the Project will come from 
NET through State Grant funds. 
 
If you have any questions with regard to this matter, please contact Darryl Ford, Superintendent, 
Recreation and Parks, at (213) 202-2607. 

 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
BOARD OF RECREATION AND 

PARK COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
 

TAKISHA SARDIN 
Acting Commission Executive 

Assistant II 
 
Attachments: Board Report No. 22-012 
   

 
cc:   Darryl Ford, Superintendent, Recreation and Parks 
 
 



BOARD REPORT NO.

DATE C.D. 1,13, 14

BOARD OF RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSIONERS

SUBJECT: ASCOT HILLS PARK, ERNEST E DEBS REGIONAL PARK, AND ELYSIAN PARK
— APPROVAL OF FINAL PLANS FOR THE URBAN GREENING IN
NORTHEAST LA PROJECT; MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT (MOA) WITH
NORTH EAST TREES (NET) FOR THE URBAN GREENING IN NORTHEAST LA
PROJECT – CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION FROM THE PROVISIONS OF THE
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) PURSUANT TO
ARTICLE III, SECTION 1, CLASS 4(3) [PLANTING OF NEW TREES] OF CITY
CEQA GUIDELINES AND ARTICLE 19, SECTION 15304(b) OF CALIFORNIA
CEQA GUIDELINES

AP Diaz M. Rudnick _________

H. Fujita * C. Santo Domingo

J. Kim N. Williams

General Manager

Approved Disapproved Withdrawn

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Approve the Ascot Hills Park, Ernest E. Debs Regional Park, and Elysian Park – Urban

Greening In Northeast LA Project (Project) that will be constructed and maintained by

North East Trees, Inc. (NET);

2. Approve the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with NET regarding the Project which
would allow for tree planting, landscaping, installation of temporary irrigation equipment,
removal of invasive weeds; and performance of maintenance and plant establishment
work as defined in the MOA, as approved to form by City Attorney and shown in
Attachment 1;

3. Direct the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners’ (Board) Secretary to transmit
forthwith the MOA to the City Council for approval and concurrently to the City Attorney
for review and approval as to form;

4. Authorize the Board President and Secretary to execute proposed MOA upon receipt of
the necessary approvals;
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5. Direct Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP) staff to issue a Right of Entry (ROE)

Permit to NET allow them to access to Ascot Hills Park, Ernest E. Debs Regional Park,

and Elysian Park in accordance with the terms and conditions of the MOA;

6. Determine that the proposed Project is categorically exempt from the provisions of the

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Article III, Section 1, Class 4(3)

[Planting of new trees] of City CEQA Guidelines and Article 19, Section 15304(b) of

California CEQA Guidelines and direct RAP Staff to file a Notice of Exemption (NOE) with

the Los Angeles County Clerk;

7. Authorize the RAP’s Chief Accounting Employee or designee to prepare a check to the

Los Angeles County Clerk in the amount of Seventy-Five Dollars ($75.00) for the purpose

of filing a NOE; and,

8. Authorize RAP’s Chief Accounting Employee to make technical corrections as necessary

to carry out the intent of this Report.

SUMMARY 

North East Trees, Inc. (NET), a 501(c)(3) non-profit community based organization, was founded 
in 1989 to restore natural systems in resource challenged communities, through a collaborative 
resource development, implementation, and stewardship process. NET specializes in working 
with local, underserved communities to identify degraded areas and derelict parcels of land and 
works to transform them into more sustainable natural areas.  NET has developed the plans for 
this proposed Project. 

On August 2020, NET received a grant from the State of California Department of Forestry and 
Fire Protection (State). The grant is for a sum of $1,423,428.00 (One Million Four Hundred 
Twenty-Three Thousand Dollars). The primary objective of the NET’s Project is to dramatically 
increase tree canopy cover in the highly urbanized and tree deficient areas of Northeast Los 
Angeles as well as plant 3,500 large canopy trees at various sites in the Northeast Los Angeles 
(NELA) communities and hire, educate, and train at-risk youth from these NELA communities and 
other surrounding communities.  The grant’s performance period will end on March 30, 2024, but 
NET has agreed to install and maintain the Project for the term of the MOA, which is five (5) years. 

NET has selected three (3) RAP sites for the proposed Project that will be funded by the State’s 
grant: Ascot Hills Park, Ernest E. Debs Regional Park, and Elysian Park. The specific locations 
of the proposed Project within each park are detailed in Attachments 5, 6 and 7. 
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Ascot Hills Park is a 92.44-acre park located at 4371 Multnomah Street in Northeast Los Angeles. 
It is an unstaffed park that contains a parking lot, restroom facility, outdoor classrooms, 
amphitheater and nature trails. The park has been developed on land owned by the City of Los 
Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP). RAP currently operates and maintains the 
property through a Lease Agreement (Agreement) with LADWP.  Approximately 2,736 City 
residents live within a one-half mile walking distance of Ascot Hills Park.  

Ernest E. Debs Regional Park is a 318.62-acre park located at 4235 North Monterey Road in the 
Northeast Los Angeles area of the city.  This facility provides open space, parking lots, the 
Audubon Center, hiking trails and barbecue pits for the surrounding community.  Approximately 
2,736 City residents live within a one-half mile walking distance of Ernest E. Debs Regional Park. 

Elysian Park is located at 929 Academy Road in the Elysian Park community of the City. This 
544.71-acre facility provides open space, picnic areas, hiking trails, ball diamonds, children’s play 
areas, a disc golf course, and tennis courts for the use of the surrounding community. 
Approximately 9,712 City residents live within a one-half mile walking distance of Elysian Park. 

The proposed Project consists of the following tree installations by NET using Land Life Cocoon 
Systems, which are biodegradable water tanks designed to protect and support seedling trees 
during the first six to twelve months of the plant establishment period: 

• The planting of 25 coast live oak, 25 black walnut, 25 toyon, 25 elderberry, and 50 laurel
sumac trees at Ascot Hills Park.

• The planting of 25 coast live oak, 25 black walnut, 50 toyon, 25 elderberry, and 25 laurel
sumac trees at Ernest E Debs Regional Park.

• The planting of 50 coast live oak, 50 black walnut, 25 toyon, 50 elderberry, and 25 laurel
sumac trees at Elysian Park.

• Continued maintenance of all planted trees throughout the term of the MOA, including
weed removal, dead tree removal, and watering.

It is anticipated that NET will complete the plantings listed above from January 2022 to March 
2022. NET maintenance and plant establishment period of the trees and related infrastructure 
for this Project shall be for five years per the terms of the MOA. NET’s proposed maintenance 
plan includes visiting the sites once a month in order to water and weed around the trees as 
needed, refill LandLife Cocoons and replace trees that do not survive. 

RAP Forestry, Landscaping and Maintenance staff have reviewed and approved NET’s proposed 
plantings for each site.   

Upon approval of this Report, RAP staff will execute the MOA with NET for the installation and 
maintenance of the improvements for the three (3) sites listed above and will be authorized to 
issue any necessary Right-of-Entry Permits to NET.  The term of the MOA will be for five years. 
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TREES AND SHADE 

The proposed Project will include approximately 500 trees planted in various portions of Ascot 
Hills Park, Ernest E. Debs Regional Park, and Elysian Park. 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

The proposed Project consists of the planting of new trees. 

The sites included in this Project are not within a coastal or methane zones, so there is no 
reasonable possibility that the projects may impact on an environmental resource of hazardous 
or critical concern or have a significant effect due to unusual circumstances. No other known 
projects would involve cumulatively significant impacts, and no future projects would result from 
the proposed project. As of November 16, 2021, the State Department of Toxic Substances 
Control (DTSC) (Envirostor at www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov) has not listed the Project sites or any 
contaminated sites near the Project area (within 500 feet). According to the Caltrans Scenic 
Highway Map, the project sites in Elysian Park and Debs Park are located in proximity of US 110 
(Arroyo Seco Parkway), a federally designated scenic highway high-way. Furthermore, among 
the project sites, one is located in proximity of an historic site (California Historic Landmark 655 – 
Portola Trail Campsite N. 1), but the nature of the project will not cause a substantial adverse 
change in the significance of any historical resource or to a scenic highway. 

As such, staff recommends that the Board determine that the Project is categorically exempt from 
the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Article III, Section 
1, Class 4(3) of City CEQA Guidelines and Article 19, Section 15304(b) of California CEQA 
Guidelines. Staff will file a NOE with the Los Angeles County Clerk upon the Board’s approval. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

There is no fiscal impact on RAP's General Fund as the funds for the Project will come from NET 
through State Grant funds. 

STRATEGIC PLAN INITIATIVES AND GOALS 

Approval of this Board Report advances RAP’s Strategic Plan by supporting: 

Goal No. 5: Ensure an Environmentally Sustainable Park System 
Outcome No. 2: A healthy urban forest across the urban park system 

Result: The installation of 500 trees across three parks will contribute to the City’s urban forest. 
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This Report was prepared by Ajmal Noorzayee, Management Assistant, Planning, Maintenance 

and Construction Branch.   

LIST OF ATTACHMENTS 

1) Attachment 1 – MOA between RAP and NET

2) Attachment 2 – Grant Agreement

3) Attachment 3 – Project Scope of Work

4) Attachment 4 – Insurance Documentation

5) Attachment 5 – Ascot Hills Park Planting Area Map

6) Attachment 6 – Ernest E Debs Regional Park Planting Area Map

7) Attachment 7 – Elysian Park Planting Area Map -



MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 

Between 

North East Trees, Inc. 

and the City of Los Angeles 

Department of Recreation and Parks 

This Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) is entered into as of the effective date of [DATE] 

between North East Trees, Inc. (“North East Trees”), a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation, and 

the City of Los Angeles, Department of Recreation and Parks (“City”) regarding the 

responsibilities for the Urban Greening in Northeast LA Project, Project No. 19-CCI-UF-

UFEI-036 (Project), funded by the State of California’s Department of Forestry and Fire 

Protection.  North East Trees and City are collectively referred to as “Parties” or 

individually as “Party.” 

I. Background:

A. North East Trees (NET) submitted a grant application to fund the Project and the

State of California’s Department of Forestry and Fire Protection subsequently

awarded funding to NET in accordance with the grant agreement and application

attached hereto as Exhibit A (Grant Agreement No. 8GG19414, the “Grant”), which

are incorporated herein by this reference (collectively, “Grant Agreement”).

B. The Project scope is set forth in Exhibit B (which is incorporated herein and made

a part hereof) and includes the following: the planting of approximately 500 trees

at the following park sites: Ascot Hills Park, Ernest E. Debs Regional Park and

Elysian Park (Project Area). The Project also includes continued maintenance of

the trees, including weed removal, dead tree removal, and watering.  The

maintenance will be done throughout the performance period of the grant.

C. The Project is located on property owned by the City of Los Angeles Department

of Recreation and Parks (RAP), in Ernest E. Debs Regional Park, Elysian Park,

and Ascot Hills Park.

D. The City conducted a preliminary environmental review for the Project, and

prepared a draft Notice of Exemption pursuant to the California Environmental

Quality Act on date TBD. The City will file the Notice of Exemption with the County

Clerk, 12400 E. Imperial Highway, Norwalk, CA 90650 within 10 business days

after the Board of Recreation and Parks Commissioners has approved the Project.

II. City Responsibilities:

The City agrees to the following:

A. The City will implement oversight of the Project, which will include the following

activities: 1) complete all necessary environmental reviews, 2) complete and

coordinate all necessary design reviews, and 3) authorize and inspect all planting

and installation activities in a timely manner.

-

-

Attachment 1



B. The City will issue right-of-entry permits to North East Trees and its subcontractors

to allow for access to Ernest E. Debs Regional Park, Elysian Park and Ascot Hills

Park for the Project during construction and throughout the maintenance period,

including any maintenance that may be required beyond the term of this MOA but

within the Term of the Grant.

C. The City will provide, if available, as-built/record drawings to assist with the design

of the Project.

III. North East Trees Responsibilities:

North East Trees agrees to the following:

A. Will complete the Project according to the Project timeline submitted by NET to

RAP which have been approved by City and which are set forth in Exhibit B.

B. Retain its nonprofit status pursuant to the General Nonprofit Corporation Law of

the state of California.

C. Submit documentation and attend meetings upon request by RAP staff for design

review purposes.

D. Complete all aspects of the Project as set forth in the Grant Agreement and as

described in Exhibit B (“Project Scope”). North East Trees will maintain the

plantings and all work performed in accordance with the requirements set out in

the Grant Agreement and this MOA after acceptance of the completed project by

the California State Dept. of Forestry & Fire Protection.

E. For the purposes of this Agreement, “plant material” refers to any trees, shrubs,

groundcovers, grasses, or other vegetation installed in accordance with the Grant

Agreement, including all non-native plant material and covers all original defects

in plant material and workmanship. North East Trees will replace any broken,

vandalized or dead plant material installed within 90 days after final inspection.

All NET activities as set forth in the MOA will comply with applicable RAP

standards and regulations.

F. The work performed for the Project under the Grant Agreement and this MOA is

subject to the prevailing wage and other related requirements of the California

Labor Code (“Prevailing Wage”) and any other Federal, State and local rules, laws

and regulations. North East Trees shall pay Prevailing Wage to all persons

employed in the performance of any part of the Project and otherwise comply with

all associated requirements and obligations.

G. North East Trees shall not discriminate unlawfully against any employee or

applicant for employment because of race, religious creed, color, national origin,

ancestry, physical disability, mental disability, medical condition, genetic

information, marital status, sex, gender, gender identity, gender expression, age,

sexual orientation, or military and veteran status. North East Trees shall ensure

that the evaluation and treatment of employees and applicants for employment

are free of such discrimination.



H. North East Trees will, to the greatest extent possible, utilize a crew of local at-risk

youth for the Project, providing them with training and employment. Additionally,

North East Trees will work with local school students to teach them about

ecological restoration in an urban setting, and will engage and educate

community members about natural systems, and low tech, lightly engineered

methods for rainwater capture and infiltration.

K. Within thirty (30) days of completion of the installation of the Project at Ascot Hills

Park, Ernest E. Debs Regional Park and Elysian Park, North East Trees shall

supply the RAP with ‘As-Built’ drawings of the completed Project. Dated copies of

‘As-Built’ drawings will be delivered electronically to the City for its records.

L. Per the Grant Agreement, all work and subsequent maintenance of the Project

shall be completed by March 31, 2024 (“Completion Date”).

M. After completion of installation of the Project, North East Trees shall promptly

notify RAP and RAP shall conduct a final inspection of the installation.  Upon

approval of RAP, North East Trees will maintain the installed Project in

accordance with the details set forth in the Project Scope.  North East Trees will

promptly correct any deficiencies in the installation or maintenance of the Project

as may be identified by RAP.

IV. Agreement Term:

The term of this MOA (“Term”) shall commence on the date the last duly 

authorized representative of the Parties signs the Agreement (“Effective Date”) 

and shall terminate five years thereafter, unless terminated earlier pursuant to 

the provisions of this MOA.   

V. General Provisions:

A. This Agreement is governed by, interpreted under, and enforced in accordance

with the laws of the State of California.

B. No provision of this Agreement is intended to give rise to any right by any third

party or entity not a party to this Agreement or any provision of this Agreement.

C. Either Party may terminate this Agreement for any reason in whole or in part by

providing thirty (30) calendar days prior, written notice to the other Party by

certified mail with return receipt requested. Such right of termination shall not be

unreasonably exercised.

D. In no event shall North East Trees be liable for delays, damages, losses or

warranty claims caused, in whole or in part, by circumstances beyond its

reasonable control, including, but not limited to: acts of God, theft vandalism,

animals, fire, flood, earthquakes, adverse weather, interruption of water or

electrical supply, strikes, lockouts, war, or other hostilities.

E. Prior to any commencing any work on the Project, and periodically as required
during the Term, NET shall furnish CITY with evidence of insurance as attached
hereto as Exhibit C, on an annual basis, from firms reasonably acceptable to City
and approved to do such business in the State of California.  NET or any third



party providing work or services under this MOA shall name the City of Los 
Angeles and its boards, officers, agents, employees, assigns and successors in 
interest as an additional insured for all required coverage(s), as applicable.  NET 
will ensure that like insurance will be maintained by any such third party.  
Evidence of required coverage shall be on forms reasonably acceptable to CITY’s 
Risk Manager and shall include the types and minimum limits set forth in Exhibit 
C attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference. 

NET shall maintain all such insurance at its sole cost and expense throughout the 
Term of this MOA.  CITY may, by applying generally accepted risk management 
principles, change the required amounts and types of insurance to be effective at 
the renewal date of the insurance then in effect by giving NET sixty (60) calendar 
days written notice, provided that such amounts and/or types shall be reasonably 
available to NET. 

If any of the required insurance contains aggregate limits or applies to other 
operations of NET outside of this MOA, NET shall give CITY written notice of any 
incident, occurrence, claim, settlement or judgment against such insurance that 
in NET’s best judgment may diminish the protection such insurance affords City 
within thirty (30) calendar days of the knowledge of same.  NET shall further 
restore such aggregate limits or shall provide other replacement insurance for 
such aggregate limits within sixty (60) calendar days of the knowledge of same. 

If an insurance company elects to (i) cancel insurance before the stated expiration 
date, (ii) declines to renew in the case of a continuous policy, (iii) reduces the 
stated limits other than by impairment of an aggregate limit, or (iv) materially 
reduces the scope of coverage, thereby affecting City’s interest, NET shall provide 
City at least thirty (30) calendar days prior written notice of such intended election 
by the insurance company, or ten (10) calendar days prior written notice if such 
cancellation is for non-payment of premium.   

 

Such notice shall be sent by receipted delivery addressed as follows:  
 
City Administrative Officer, Risk Management  
200 North Main Street, Room 1240, City Hall East  
Los Angeles, California  90012  
 
Or to such address as City may specify by written notice to NET. 

NET’s failure to procure and maintain the required insurance shall constitute a 
material breach of this MOA under which City may either (i) provide NET five (5) 
calendar days written notice of such failure, upon receipt of which NET shall have 
five (5) calendar days to cure such failure or City shall have the right to terminate 
this MOA immediately or, (ii) at its discretion, pay to procure or renew such 
insurance to protect City’s interest.  NET agrees to reimburse City for all money 
so paid. 

Self-insurance programs and self-insured retention in insurance policies are 
subject to separate approval by City upon review of evidence of NET’s financial 



capacity.  Additionally, such programs or retention must provide CITY with an 
equivalent protection from liability. 

. 
G. Except for the active negligence or willful misconduct of City or any of its boards,

officers, agents, employees, assigns and successors in interest, NET shall defend

indemnify and hold harmless CITY and any of its boards, officers, agents,

employees, assigns, and successors in interest from and against all lawsuits and

cause of action, claims, losses, demands and expenses, including, but not limited

to, attorney’s fees (both in house and outside counsel) and cost of litigation

(including all actual litigation costs incurred by CITY, including but not limited to,

costs of experts and consultants), damages or liability of any nature whatsoever,

for death or injury to any person, including NET’S employees and agents, or

damage or destruction of any property of either party hereto or of third parties,

arising in any manner by reason of an act, error, or omission by NET,

Subcontractors, or their boards, officers, agents, employees, assigns, and

successors in interest. The rights and remedies of CITY provided in this section

shall not be exclusive and are in addition to any other rights and remedies

provided by law or under this MOA. This provision will survive expiration or

termination of this MOA.

NET is aware of the condition of the area in which the Project will be undertaken

(Project Area) and accepts such premises in its present condition and hereby

assumes all risk of injury, loss or damage, which may result from any defective

conditions of the Project Area or which may otherwise arise by reason of the use

of Project Area, and releases and discharges the CITY from any claims therefore.

CITY shall not have any obligation to repair, remodel, replace, and/or reconstruct

any building, facility, feature, or portion of the Project Area, nor any appliance or

fixture thereon, whether installed by CITY or NET, and regardless of cause.  NET

agrees to abide by all safety regulations. NET has carefully reviewed this

document, understands its contents, and signs it voluntarily, without being subject

to coercion.

Employees of NET and/or persons working on its behalf, including, but not limited

to, subcontractors and volunteers (collectively, “Contractor Personnel”) must be

fully vaccinated against the novel coronavirus 2019 (“COVID-19”) prior to (1)

interacting in person with City employees, contractors, or volunteers, (2) working

on City property while performing services under this MOA, and/or (3) coming into

contact with the public while performing services under this MOA (collectively, “In-

Person Services”). “Fully vaccinated” means that 14 or more days have passed

since Contractor Personnel has received the final dose of a two-dose COVID-19

vaccine series (Moderna or Pfizer-BioNTech) or a single dose of a one-dose

COVID-19 vaccine (Johnson & Johnson/Janssen) and all booster doses

recommended by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  Prior to

assigning Contractor Personnel to perform In-Person Services, NET shall obtain

proof that such Contractor Personnel has been fully vaccinated. NET shall retain

such proof for three years after the termination of this MOA. NET shall grant

medical or religious exemptions to Contractor Personnel as required by law.



VI. Notices:

A. All notices required to be given in accordance to the terms of this MOA shall

either be personally delivered, electronically delivered, or delivered by certified

mail return receipt requested to:

North East Trees 

Attention: Aaron Thomas 

570 West Avenue 26, Suite 200 

Los Angeles, CA 90065 

City of Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks 

Attention: _________________________ 

221 N. Figueroa Street, Suite 350 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 

All mailed notices shall be deemed received five (5) working days after being deposited in the 

U.S. mail.  

VI. Exhibits:

Exhibit A - Grant Agreement No. 8GG19414 

Exhibit B – Project Scope 

Exhibit C – Insurance Requirements 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this MOA as of the day and date first written 

above:  

The City of Los Angeles, a municipal corporation, acting by and through its Board of Recreation 

and Parks Commissioners 

Executed this __________day of _______________, 2021 

By:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

President 

By:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

Secretary 

North East Trees, a California public benefit, nonprofit corporation  

By:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

Mark Kenyon, Executive Director 

Executed this __________day of _______________, 2021 



APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

MICHAEL N. FEUER 
CITY ATTORNEY  

By 
DEPUTY CITY ATTORNEY  
Date:  



STATE OF CALIFORNIA    NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY Gavin Newsom, Governor 

“The Department of Forestry and Fire Protection serves and safeguards the people and protects the property and resources of California.” 

R DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY AND FIRE PROTECTION 
P.O. Box 944246 
SACRAMENTO, CA  94244-2460 
(916) 653-7772
Website:  www.fire.ca.gov

August 6, 2020 
Joe Laskin 
North East Trees, Inc. 
570 W. Ave 26, Suite 200 
Los Angeles, California 90065 

8GG19414: North East Trees, Inc., “Urban Greening in North East LA” 

Please contact Henry Herrera at (951) 320-6125 if you have questions concerning services to be performed. 

1. Full grant agreement including terms and conditions, budget, and other exhibits enclosed.  Print (single sided) and return 
two (2) sets of agreements with original signatures in blue ink. Please return the agreements to be received by CAL FIRE no 
later than July 17, 2020. 

Return all originals and requested documents for further processing to: 

Please send the originals to the following address: 
CAL FIRE  
Attn: Grants Management Unit/CCI – Urban Forestry 
P.O. Box 944246  
Sacramento, CA 94244-2460 

You may send originals via overnight mail service to the following physical address: 

CAL FIRE 
Grants Management Unit 
Attn: Vincent Tran 
710 Riverpoint Ct. 
West Sacramento, CA 95691 

Alternatively, you may opt to sign and scan the agreement back to your grant analyst in lieu of mailing it in. Additionally, the 
use of an electronic signature will be considered acceptable at this time and is strongly encouraged. 

2. Please initial change(s) made on all copies of the agreement on page(s) as marked. 

3. Enclosed for your record is one fully executed copy of the agreement referenced above. 

Thank you,   

Vincent Tran 
Grants Analyst 
Grants Management Unit 

CC: Henry Herrera 
John Melvin 
Tiffany Kelly 

Enclosures

Attachment 2

http://www.fire.ca.gov/


State of California  
Dept. of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) 

Resource Management 
GRANT AGREEMENT 

APPLICANT: North East Trees, Inc. 
PROJECT TITLE: Urban Greening in North East LA 
GRANT AGREEMENT: 8GG19414 
PROJECT PERFORMANCE PERIOD IS from Upon Approval through March 30, 2024. 
Under the terms and conditions of this Grant Agreement, the applicant agrees to complete the project as 
described in the project description, and the State of California, acting through the Dept. of Forestry & Fire 
Protection, agrees to fund the project up the total state grant amount indicated. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:  The primary objective of this project is to dramatically increase tree canopy 
cover in the highly urbanized and tree deficient areas of Northeast Los Angeles as well as plant 3,500 large 
canopy trees in the Northeast Los Angeles (NELA) communities and hire, educate, and train at-promise 
youth from these NELA communities and other surrounding. Also, establishment and maintenance for long 
term. 

Total State Grant not to exceed $ 1,423,428.00 (or project costs, whichever is less) 
*The Special and General Provisions attached are made a part of and incorporated into this Grant Agreement.

North East Trees, Inc. 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY 
AND FIRE PROTECTION 

Applicant 

By By 
Signature of Authorized Representative 

Title 
Title:  Helge Eng 
         Deputy Director, Resource Management 

Date Date 

CERTIFICATION OF FUNDING 
AMOUNT OF ESTIMATE 
FUNDING 

GRANT AGREEMENT NUMBER PO ID 

$ 1,423,428.00 8GG19414 

ADJ. INCREASING 
ENCUMBRANCE 

SUPPLIER ID 

$ 
ADJ. DECREASING 
ENCUMBRANCE 

PROJECT ID ACTIVITY ID 

$      
UNENCUMBERED BALANCE GL UNIT BUD REF FUND ENY 

$ 1,423,428.00 3540 001 3228 2019 
REPORTING STRUCTURE SERVICE LOC 

  92013

ACCOUNT ALT ACC 

 35409503 5340580 534080000 

I hereby certify upon my personal knowledge that budgeted funds are available for this 
encumbrance. 

SIGNATURE OF CAL FIRE ACCOUNTING OFFICER DATE 

Executive Director
July 16, 2020

DocuSign Envelope ID: B967D1C1-EC16-4224-9E9B-74DA2A8D56AD

8/3/2020

8/4/2020
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 TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF GRANT AGREEMENT 

I. RECITALS 
1. This Agreement, is entered into between the State of California, by and through 

the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE), hereinafter 
referred to as “STATE” and North East Trees, Inc., hereinafter referred to as 
“GRANTEE”. 

2. The STATE hereby grants to GRANTEE a sum (hereinafter referred to as 
“GRANT FUNDS”) not to exceed one million four hundred twenty-three thousand 
four hundred twenty-eight ($1,423,428.00). 

 
3. In addition to the terms and conditions of this Agreement, the STATE and 

GRANTEE agree that the terms and conditions contained in the documents set 
forth below are hereby incorporated and made part of this agreement. 

 a. Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund Grants Urban and Community Forestry Grants Procedural 
Guide 2019/20 

 b. California Air Resources Board Greenhouse Gas Quantification 
Methodology for the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL 
FIRE) Urban and Community Forestry Program 

 c. The submitted Application, Scope of Work, Budget Detail, GHG Emissions 
Reduction Methodology and Exhibits 

 
d.   Addendum for California Climate Investments (CCI) Grant Projects 

 

II. SPECIAL PROVISIONS 
1. Recipients of GRANT FUNDS pursuant to California Public Resources Code 

Section 4799.06-4799.12 shall abide by the provisions in this Agreement. This 
includes the requirement that work shall not commence prior to the execution of 
this Agreement by both parties.  Any work started prior to the execution of this 
Agreement will not be eligible for funding under the terms of this Agreement. 

2. As precedent to the State’s obligation to provide funding, GRANTEE shall 
provide to the STATE for review and approval a detailed budget, specifications, 
and project description.  Approval by the STATE of such plans and 
specifications, or any other approvals provided for in this Agreement, shall be for 
scope and quality of work, and shall not relieve GRANTEE of the obligation to 
carry out any other obligations required by this Agreement, in accordance with 
applicable law or any other standards ordinarily applied to such work or activity. 
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3. All informational products (e.g., data, studies, findings, management plans,
manuals, photos, etc.) relating to California’s natural environment produced with
the use of GRANT FUNDS shall be available for public use.

III. GENERAL PROVISIONS
1. Definitions

a. The term “Agreement” means grant agreement number 8GG19414.

b. The term “GRANT FUNDS” means the money provided by the STATE to
the GRANTEE in this Agreement.

c. The term “GRANTEE” means an applicant who has a signed Agreement
for the award for GRANT FUNDS.

d. The term “Other Sources of Funds” means all matching fund sources that
are required or used to complete the Project beyond the GRANT FUNDS
provided by this Agreement.

e. The term “STATE” means the State of California, Department of Forestry
and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE).

f. The term “Project” means the development or other activity described in
the “Project Scope of Work”.

g. The term “Project Budget Detail” as used herein defines the approved
budget plan.

h. The term “Project Scope of Work” as used herein means the individual
scope of work describing in detail the approved tasks.
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2.  Project Representatives 

The project representatives during the term of the agreement will be: 

STATE:  CAL FIRE GRANTEE:   North East Trees, Inc. 

Section/Unit: Urban and Community 
Forestry 

Section/Unit: 

Attention: Henry Herrera Attention: Joe Laskin 

Mailing Address:   
23300 Castle Street 

Riverside, CA 92518 

Mailing Address:  
570 W. Ave 26 
Suite 200 
Los Angeles, California 90065 

Phone Number: (951) 320-6125 Phone Number: (323) 441-8634 ext. 
24 

Email Address: 
Henry.Herrera@fire.ca.gov 

Email Address:  
Joe@northeasttrees.org 

 

Changes to the project representatives during the term of the agreement shall be 
made in writing. Notice shall be sent to the above representative for all notice 
provisions of this Agreement.  

3.  Project Execution 

a. Subject to the availability of grant monies, the STATE hereby grants to the 
GRANTEE a sum of money (GRANT FUNDS) not to exceed the amount 
stated on Section I. RECITALS, Paragraph 2 in consideration of and on 
condition that the sum be expended in carrying out the purposes as set 
forth in the description of the Project in this Agreement and its 
attachments and under the terms and conditions set forth in this 
Agreement. 

b. GRANTEE shall assume any obligation to furnish any additional funds that 
may be necessary to complete the Project.  Any amendment to the Project 
as set forth in the Application on file with the STATE must be submitted to 
the STATE for approval in writing. No amendment is allowed until written 
approval is given by the STATE.  

c. GRANTEE shall complete the Project in accordance with the time of 
Project performance set forth in this Agreement, unless an amendment 
has been approved and signed by the STATE under the terms and 
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conditions of this Agreement.  Amendments must be requested in 
advance and will be considered in the event of circumstances beyond the 
control of the GRANTEE, but in no event less than 90 days from the 
Agreement expiration date and in no event less than 60 days before the 
effective date of the amendment.  Approval of amendment is at the 
STATE’s discretion. 

d. GRANTEE certifies that the Project Scope of Work complies with all local, 
State, and federal laws and regulations. 

e. GRANTEE shall comply with the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) (Public Resources Code, Section 21000, et. seq. Title 14, 
California Code of Regulations, Section 15000 et. seq.) and all other local, 
State, and federal environmental laws.  A copy of the certified CEQA 
document must be provided to STATE before any GRANT FUNDS are 
made available for any Project activity that could directly impact the 
environment (e.g. cutting, piling or burning bush, masticating, dozer work, 
etc.). CEQA compliance shall be completed within one (1) year from start 
date of the Agreement. The start date is considered the date the last party 
signs the Agreement. GRANT FUNDS will be made available in advance 
of CEQA compliance for project activities that do not have the potential to 
cause a direct environmental impact (e.g. project planning, locating and 
marking property or project boundaries, contacting and signing up 
landowners, etc.). 

f. GRANTEE shall permit periodic site visits by representative(s) of the 
STATE to ensure program compliance and that work is in accordance with 
the approved Project Scope of Work, including a final inspection upon 
Project completion.    

g. GRANTEE, and the agents and employees of GRANTEE, in the 
performance of this Agreement, shall act in an independent capacity and 
not as officers, employees, or agents, of the STATE. 

4.  Project Costs and Payment Documentation 

a. Payment by the STATE shall be made after receipt of an acceptable 
invoice and approval by a duly authorized representative of the STATE.  
GRANTEE shall submit an invoice for payment to the CAL FIRE Project 
Representative of the STATE. A final invoice shall be submitted no later 
than 30 days after completion, expiration, or termination of this 
Agreement. 

b. For services satisfactorily rendered, and upon receipt and approval of 
invoices for payment, the STATE agrees to compensate GRANTEE for 
actual expenditures incurred in accordance with the rates specified herein, 
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which is attached hereto, as Final Project Budget, and made a part of this 
Agreement. 

c. Equipment purchased using GRANT FUNDS, wholly or in part, must be 
used by the GRANTEE for the project which it was acquired.  STATE 
retains a vested interest in the equipment for the useful life of the 
equipment, even after completion of the grant.  GRANTEE shall provide 
written disposition of the equipment upon completion of the grant and 
upon any changes to the disposition of the equipment.  Such disposition 
must be approved in advance by STATE.  Equipment purchased using 
GRANT FUNDS cannot be used as collateral, financed, or sold without 
prior written approval from the STATE.   

d. GRANTEE shall submit, in arrears, not more frequently than once a 
month, and no less than quarterly, an invoice to the STATE for costs paid 
by GRANTEE pursuant to this Agreement.  Each invoice shall contain the 
following information:  the Agreement number, the dates or time period 
during which the invoiced costs were incurred, expenditures for the current 
invoice and cumulative expenditures to date by major budget category 
(e.g., salaries, benefits, supplies, etc.), appropriate supporting 
documentation, project progress reports, and the signature of an 
authorized representative of GRANTEE as detailed in the Invoice 
Guidelines of the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
2019/20 California Climate Investments Urban and Community Forestry 
Program Grant Guidelines. 

e. GRANT FUNDS in this Agreement have a limited period in which they 
must be expended. All GRANTEE expenditures must occur prior to the 
end of the Project performance period of this Agreement. 

f. Except as otherwise provided herein, GRANTEE shall expend GRANT 
FUNDS in the manner described in the Project Budget Detail approved by 
the STATE. The dollar amount of an item in the Project Budget Detail may 
be increased or decreased by up to ten percent (10%) of the budget item 
through reallocation of funds from another item or items, without approval 
by the STATE; however, GRANTEE shall notify the STATE in writing in 
project progress reports when any such reallocation is made, and shall 
identify both the item(s) being increased and those being decreased. Any 
increase or decrease of an item of more than ten percent (10%) of the 
budget item must be approved in writing by the STATE before any such 
increase or decrease is made. A formal approved amendment is required 
to increase the total amount of GRANT FUNDS. 

g. GRANTEE shall promptly submit any and all records at the time and in the 
form as the STATE may request.   



GRANT NUMBER 8GG19414 
North East Trees, Inc. 

Urban Greening in North East LA 
 

6 
 

h. GRANTEE shall submit each invoice for payment to the CAL FIRE 
Representative identified in Item 2.  The invoice may be submitted as hard 
copy or electronically: 

California Department of Forestry & Fire Protection 
Attention: Henry Herrera 
23300 Castle Street 
Riverside, CA 92518 

i. Notwithstanding any of the provisions stated within this Agreement, the 
STATE may at its discretion make advance payment from the grant 
awarded to the GRANTEE if GRANTEE is a nonprofit organization that is 
located in or providing service to disadvantaged or low-income 
communities.  Advance payment made by the STATE shall be subject to 
the circumstance and provisions below. 

Where hardship circumstances exist for the GRANTEE, the STATE will 
consider authorizing advance payments.  The STATE will consider the 
following factors in determining whether a hardship situation exists: 

• Modest reserves and potential cash flow problems of the 
GRANTEE including the need for advance funding in order to 
initiate a project. A justification for advance payment may include 
items such as the inability to pay for staff, supplies, administration 
expenses, and to secure contractors for Project work. 

The following guidelines will be applied to advance payments: 

• Multiple advance payments may be made to a GRANTEE over the 
life of a project.   

• No single advance payment shall exceed 25% of the total grant 
amount and must be spent on eligible costs within six months of the 
advance payment request.  GRANTEE may request additional time 
to spend advance funds but must be approved in writing by the 
STATE. The balance of unspent advance payment funds not 
liquidated within the six month spending period will be billed for the 
return of the advanced funds to the STATE.  The amount will be 
returned to the grant balance. 

• A request for advance payment must include the same level of 
expenditure detail and justification as a regular invoice.   

• All work under a previous advance payment must be fully liquidated 
via an invoice and supporting documentation and completed to the 
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STATE’s satisfaction before another advance payment will be 
made. 

• Any advance payment received by a GRANTEE and not used for
project eligible costs shall be returned to CAL FIRE.

• Advance payments must be deposited into an interest-bearing
account.  Any interest earned on advance payment funds must be
accounted for and reported as program income used toward
offsetting the project cost or returned to the STATE.

5. Budget Contingency Clause

a. If STATE funding for any fiscal year is reduced or deleted for purposes of
the Urban and Community Forestry Program California Climate
Investments Grant Program, the STATE shall have the option to either
cancel this Agreement with no liability occurring to the STATE, or if
possible and desirable, offer an Agreement amendment to GRANTEE to
reflect the reduced amount available for the Project.

6. Project Administration

a. GRANTEE shall provide the STATE a written report showing total final
Project expenditures and matching funds upon Project completion or grant
expiration, whichever occurs first.  GRANTEE must report to the STATE
all sources of other funds for the Project. If this provision is deemed to be
violated, the STATE will request an audit of GRANTEE and can delay the
disbursement of funds until the matter is resolved.

b. GRANTEE shall promptly submit written Project reports as the STATE
may request throughout the term of this Agreement.

c. GRANTEE shall submit a final accomplishment report, final invoice with
associated supporting documentation, and copies of materials developed
using GRANT FUNDS, including but not limited to plans, educational
materials, etc. within 30 days of Project completion.

7. Financial Records

a. GRANTEE shall retain all records described in Section 7(c) below for
three (3) years after final payment by the STATE. In the case an audit
occurs, all such records shall be retained for one (1) year from the date is
audit is completed or the three (3) years, whichever date is later.

b. GRANTEE shall maintain satisfactory financial accounts, documents, and
records for the Project and make them available to the STATE for review
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during reasonable times.  This includes the right to inspect and make 
copies of any books, records, or reports of GRANTEE pertaining to this 
Agreement or matters related thereto.  

c. GRANTEE shall keep such records as the STATE shall prescribe, 
including, but not limited to, records which fully disclose (a) the disposition 
of the proceeds of state funding assistance, (b) the total cost of the Project 
in connection with such assistance that is given or used, (c) the amount 
and nature of that portion of the Project cost supplied by other sources, 
and (d) any other such records as will facilitate an effective audit. All 
records shall be made available to the STATE, other State of California 
agency, or other entity as determined by the State of California for auditing 
purposes at reasonable times. 

d. GRANTEE shall use any generally accepted accounting system. 

8.  Research 

a. GRANTEE that receives funding, in whole or in part, in the form of a 
research grant shall provide for free public access to any publication of a 
peer-reviewed manuscript describing STATE funded knowledge, STATE 
funded invention, or STATE funded technology shall be subject to the 
following conditions: 

i. GRANTEE is responsible for ensuring that any publishing or 
copyright agreements concerning peer-reviewed manuscripts fully 
comply with this section 

ii. GRANTEE shall report to STATE the final disposition of the peer-
reviewed manuscript, including, but not limited to, if it was 
published, date of publication, where it was published, and, when 
the 12-month time period from official date of publication expires, 
where the peer-reviewed manuscript will be available for open 
access. 
 

b. For a peer-reviewed manuscript that is accepted for publication pursuant 
to the terms and conditions of this Agreement, the GRANTEE shall ensure 
that an electronic version of the peer-reviewed manuscript is available to 
STATE and on an appropriate publicly accessible repository approved by 
the state agency, including, but not limited to, the University of California’s 
eScholarship Repository at the California Digital Library, the California 
State University’s ScholarWorks at the Systemwide Digital Library, or 
PubMed Central, to be made publicly available not later than 12 months 
after the official date of publication. GRANTEE shall make reasonable 
efforts to comply with this requirement by ensuring that the peer-reviewed 
manuscript is accessible on an approved publicly accessible repository, 
including notifying the state agency that the manuscript is available on a 
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state-agency-approved repository. If the grantee is unable to ensure that 
his or her manuscript is accessible on an approved, publicly accessible 
repository, the grantee may comply by providing the manuscript to the 
state agency not later than 12 months after the official date of publication. 
 

c. For publications other than those described in (b), including scientific 
meeting abstracts, GRANTEE shall comply by providing the manuscript to 
the STATE not later than 12 months after the official date of publication. 

 
d. The grant shall not be construed to authorize use of a peer-reviewed 

manuscript that would constitute an infringement of copyright under the 
federal copyright law described in Section 101 of Title 17 of the United 
States Code and following. 

 
e. Use of GRANT FUNDS for publication costs, including fees charged by a 

publisher for color and page charges, or fees for digital distribution are 
allowable costs but must be within the GRANT FUNDS and item 4 of the 
agreement. 

 
f. GRANTEE may request a waiver to the publication requirement if 

GRANTEE has an existing publication requirement that meets or exceeds 
the requirements of the research provision.  Waiver shall include 
information on GRANTEE’s existing requirements.  Approval of the waiver 
is at STATE’s discretion. 
    

9.  Project Termination 

a. This Agreement may be terminated by the STATE or GRANTEE upon 30-
days written notice to the other party.  

b. If either party terminates the Agreement prior to the completion of the 
Project, GRANTEE shall take all reasonable measures to prevent further 
costs to the STATE under the Agreement and the STATE shall be 
responsible for any reasonable and non-cancelable obligations incurred by 
GRANTEE in the performance of this Agreement prior to the date of the 
notice to terminate, but only up to the undisbursed balance of funding 
authorized in this Agreement. 

c. Failure by GRANTEE to comply with the terms of this Agreement may be 
cause for suspension of all obligations of the STATE hereunder at the 
discretion of the STATE. 

d. Failure of GRANTEE to comply with the terms of this Agreement shall not 
be cause for the suspension of all obligations of the STATE hereunder if in 
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the judgment of the STATE such failure was due to no fault of GRANTEE. 
At the discretion of the STATE, any amount required to settle at minimum 
cost any irrevocable obligations properly incurred shall be eligible for 
reimbursement under this Agreement. 

e. Final payment to GRANTEE may not be made until the STATE 
determines the Project conforms substantially to this Agreement. 

10.  Hold Harmless 

a. GRANTEE shall defend, indemnify and hold the STATE, its officers, 
employees, and agents harmless from and against any and all liability, 
loss, expense (including reasonable attorney's fees), or claims for injury or 
damages arising out of the performance of this Agreement but only in 
proportion to and to the extent such liability, loss, expense, attorney's fees, 
or claims for injury or damages are caused by or result from the negligent 
or intentional acts or omissions of GRANTEE, its officers, agents, or 
employees.  The duty of GRANTEE to indemnify and hold harmless 
includes the duty to defend as set forth in Civil Code Section 2778. This 
Agreement supersedes GRANTEE’s right as a public entity to indemnity 
(see Government Code Section 895.2) and contribution (see Government 
Code Section 895.6) as set forth in Government Code Section 895.4. 

b. GRANTEE waives any and all rights to any type of express or implied 
indemnity or right of contribution from the STATE, its officers, agents, or 
employees for any liability resulting from, growing out of, or in any way 
connected with or incident to this Agreement. 

c. Nothing in this Agreement is intended to create in the public or in any 
member of it rights as a third-party beneficiary under this Agreement.  

11.  Tort Claims 

FEDERAL: 

The United States shall be liable, to the extent allowed by the Federal Tort 
Claims Act 28 United States Code 2671-2680, for claims of personal injuries or 
property damage resulting from the negligent or wrongful act or omission of any 
employee of the United States while acting within the scope of his or her 
employment, arising out of this Agreement. 

STATE: 

The State of California shall be liable, to the extent allowed by law and subject to 
California Government Code, Title 1, Division 3.6, providing for the filing of tort 
claims against the State of California, for personal injuries or property damage 
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resulting from the negligent or wrongful act or omission of State of California 
employees while acting within the scope of his or her employment, arising out of 
this Agreement. 

12.  Nondiscrimination 

The State of California prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on 
the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, marital status, 
religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or 
because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public 
assistance program.  GRANTEE shall not discriminate against any person on 
any of these bases. 

13.  Conflict of Interest 

GRANTEE or anyone acting on behalf of GRANTEE shall not have any 
conflicting personal and/or financial interests in carrying out the duties of the 
Agreement. 

14.   Incorporation 

The grant guidelines and the Project Scope of Work, Project Budget Detail and 
any subsequent amendments or modifications to the Project Scope of Work and 
Project Budget Detail approved in writing by the STATE are hereby incorporated 
by reference into this Agreement as though set forth in full in this Agreement. 

15.  Severability 

If any provision of this Agreement or the Project Scope of Work thereof is held 
invalid, that invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of this 
Agreement which can be given effect without the invalid provision or application, 
and to this end the provisions of this Agreement are severable. 

16.  Waiver 

No term or provision hereof will be considered waived by either party, and no 
breach excused by either party, unless such waiver or consent is in writing and 
signed on behalf of the party against whom the waiver is asserted.  No consent 
by either party to, or waiver of, a breach by either party, whether expressed or 
implied, will constitute consent to, waiver of, or excuse of any other, different, or 
subsequent breach by either party. 

17.  Assignment 

This Agreement is not assignable by GRANTEE either in whole or in part.
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ADDENDUM – CALIFORNIA CLIMATE INVESTMENTS (CCI) GRANT PROJECTS 

I. SPECIAL PROVISIONS 
 
1. Grant funds shall be used on projects with the primary goal of reducing greenhouse 

gases (GHGs) and furthering the purposes of California’s Global Warming Solutions 
Act of 2006, Division 25.5 (commencing with Section 38500) of the Health and Safety 
Code, and related statutes.  
 

2. Grant funds shall be used on projects limited to specific activities as described in 
CCI Grants Procedural Guides.     
 

3. Greenhouse gas emissions must be calculated using the CARB Greenhouse Gas 
Quantification Methodology applicable to the grant program 
(https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/resources/documents/cci-quantification-benefits-and-
reporting-materials).   

 
4. Grantee shall report project and benefits information when requested by the State. 

This may include, but is not limited to, funding expended, acres treated, GHG 
emissions, trees planted, disadvantaged community benefits, energy/water savings, 
job creation, and other co-benefits. 

 
5. Grantee shall maintain accurate and detailed records documenting project 

description, project location, and schedule, CCI dollars allocated, and leveraged 
funds throughout the duration of the project. 

 
6. Failure of Grantee to meet the agreed upon terms of achieving required GHG 

reduction may result in project termination and recovery of funds.   

II. MONITORING AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 
All funds expended through CCI are subject to emissions reporting and requirements.  
Grantee is expected to provide the appropriate materials for completing program 
quantification methodology.  Grantee shall use the current reporting template provided 
by the STATE.  The reporting shall be submitted to the STATE no less frequently than 
quarterly.  In addition, STATE may request additional information in order to meet 
current CARB reporting requirements.  The requirements are available on the CARB 
CCI Quantification, Benefits and Reporting Materials webpage: 
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/resources/documents/cci-quantification-benefits-and-reporting-
materials.   

 

 

https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/resources/documents/cci-quantification-benefits-and-reporting-materials
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/resources/documents/cci-quantification-benefits-and-reporting-materials
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/resources/documents/cci-quantification-benefits-and-reporting-materials
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/resources/documents/cci-quantification-benefits-and-reporting-materials
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III. PROGRAM ACKNOWLEDGEMENT/RECOGNITION 
1. All projects funded both fully and partially by the GGRF must clearly display, 

identify and label themselves as being part of the “California Climate Investments” 
program.  The acknowledgement must contain the California Climate Investments 
and CAL FIRE logos as well as the following statement:  

 
“Funding for this project provided by the California Department of Forestry and 

Fire Protection as part of the California Climate Investments Program.” 
 

A draft of the acknowledgement must be approved by the STATE prior to publication.  
For stationary projects, acknowledgement may include, but is not limited to, a sign 
on the project site.  For other project types, such as vehicles, equipment, and 
consumer-based incentives, acknowledgement is encouraged by using a decal, 
sticker or other signage. 

  
Guidance on California Climate Investments logo usage, signage guidelines, 
and high-resolution files are contained in a style guide available at: 
www.caclimateinvestments.ca.gov/logo-graphics-request. 

 
2. In addition, all projects funded both fully and partially by GGRF must contain the 

following statement in public announcements or press releases on said projects: 

“The Urban Greening in North East LA Project is part of California Climate 
Investments, a statewide program that puts billions of Cap-and-Trade dollars to 
work reducing GHG emissions, strengthening the economy, and improving 
public health and the environment– particularly in disadvantaged communities. 
The Cap-and-Trade program also creates a financial incentive for industries to 
invest in clean technologies and develop innovative ways to reduce pollution. 
California Climate Investments projects include affordable housing, renewable 
energy, public transportation, zero-emission vehicles, environmental 
restoration, more sustainable agriculture, recycling, and much more. At least 35 
percent of these investments are located within and benefiting residents of 
disadvantaged communities, low-income communities, and low-income 
households across California. For more information, visit the California Climate 
Investments website at:  www.caclimateinvestments.ca.gov.” 

 
 

http://www.caclimateinvestments.ca.gov/logo-graphics-request
http://www.caclimateinvestments.ca.gov/
























Budget	Item Description Cost	Basis 	CAL	FIRE	Grant	Share	 Grantee	Match 	Total	

A. 	Salaries	and	Wages 353,170.00	 76,974.00	 430,144.00	

Planting	Crew 6500	hours	at	$18/hr 117,000.00	
Planting	Manager 1660	hours	at	$42/hr 69,720.00	
Outreach	Crew 1800	hours	at	$18/hr 32,400.00	
Outreach	Coordinator 300	hours	at	$38/hr 11,400.00	
Accounting 450	hours	at	$30/hr 13,500.00	 3,000.00	
Project	Manager 1060	hours	at	$40/hr 42,400.00	 7,000.00	
Program	Manager 850	hours	at	$45/hr 38,250.00	
Landscape	Architect 750	hours	at	$38/hr 28,500.00	
Partner	Match	(CalState,	RAP) 66,974.00	

B. Employee	Benefits 237,992.40	 -	 237,992.40	

Planting	Crew 6500	hours	at	$12/hr 78,000.00	
Planting	Manager 1660	hours	at	$27.74/hr 46,048.40	
Outreach	Crew 1800	hours	at	$12/hr 21,600.00	
Outreach	Coordinator 300	hours	at	$28.5/hr 8,550.00	
Accounting 450	hours	at	$22/hr 9,900.00	
Project	Manager 1060	hours	at	$25.65/hr 27,189.00	
Program	Manager 850	hours	at	$29.8/hr 25,330.00	
Landscape	Architect 750	hours	at	$28.5/hr 21,375.00	

C. Contractual 53,749.86	 25,000.00	 78,749.86	

CEQA	Compliance 5,000.00	 5,000.00	
Outreach	and	Education Legacy	LA 47,499.86	 20,000.00	 67,499.86	
Tree	and	GHG	Emmission Dave	Tree	Keeper 6,250.00	 6,250.00	

D. Travel 1,450.00	 3,000.00	 4,450.00	

Mileage 2500	miles	x	$0.58/mile 1,450.00	 3,000.00	 4,450.00	
-	

E. Supplies 104,555.00	 179,350.00	 283,905.00	

Trees	1	Gal. 500	at	$15 7,500.00	
Trees	5	Gal. 1000	at	$40 40,000.00	 48,800.00	
Trees	15	Gal. 500	at	$60 30,000.00	 130,550.00	
Land	Life 500	at	$20 10,000.00	
Ties	and	Stakes 500	at	$15 7,500.00	
Plastic	Arbor	Guards 500	at	$3 1,500.00	
Mulch 215	at	$7 1,505.00	
Compost 400	at	$10 4,000.00	
Drawings 300	at	$6 1,800.00	
Signs 250	at	$3 750.00	

F. Equipment 80,925.00	 22,000.00	 102,925.00	

NET	Trucks	and	related	tools 80,925.00 22,000.00	

G. Outreach/Education 48,787.60	 68,520.00	 117,307.60	

Direct	Training	and	Facilities
Planting	Crew 6500	hours	at	$3/hr 19,500.00	

Planting	Manager 1660	hours	at	$5.26/hr 8,731.60	
Outreach	Crew 1800	hours	at	$3/hr 5,400.00	

Outreach	Coordinator 300	hours	at	$3.5/hr 1,050.00	
Accounting 450	hours	at	$1/hr 450.00	

Project	Manager 1060	hours	at	$4.35/hr 4,611.00	
Program	Manager 850	hours	at	$5.2/hr 4,420.00	

Landscape	Architect 750	hours	at	$3.5/hr 2,625.00	

Volunteers 68,520.00	
Printing	Materials 1,000	units	at	$2 2,000.00	

H. Other 390,288.00	 -	 390,288.00	

Post	Grant	Maintenance 390,288.00	 390,288.00	

TOTAL	DIRECT	COSTS 1,270,917.86	 374,844.00	 1,645,761.86	

INDIRECT	COSTS 12% 152,510.14	 152,510.14	

TOTAL	PROJECT	COSTS 1,423,428.00	 374,844.00	 1,798,272.00	

LESS	Program	Income -	 -	

TOTAL	GRANT	PROPOSED	COSTS 1,423,428.00										 374,844.00													 1,798,272.00										
79% 21% 100%

CAL	FIRE	Urban	&	Community	Forestry	Project	Application	Sample	Budget
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Urban Greening in Northeast LA Project 
Project No. 19-CCI-UF-UFEI-036 

Scope of Work 

North East Trees (NET) proposes to help enhance the native woodlands in northeast Los 
Angeles by planting 500 locally grown seedlings in Ascot Hills Parks, Ernest E. Debs Regional 
Park, and Elysian Park. NET local youth forestry crew will accomplish this work and then water 
and maintain all new plantings for approximately two years to ensure their establishment.  An 
additional three years of maintenance will be funded after the initial project is completed.  

NET has been allocated an Urban and Community Forestry / California Climate Investment 
grant from the State’s Cal Fire Department of Forestry and Fire Protection) for this project. NET 
shall perform the work set forth herein at NET’s sole expense (either through its grant funding or 
otherwise) 

Scope of work (per grant agreement with Cal Fire): 

1. Collect and propagate seeds for growing 500 local native tree seedlings.
2. Invasive/exotic plant removal and control in planting areas.
3. Plant and maintain 25 (1 gal.) coast live oak, 25 black walnut, 25 toyon, 25

elderberry, and 50 laurel sumac at Ascot Hills Park.
4. Plant and maintain 25 (1 gal.) coast live oak, 25 black walnut, 50 toyon, 25

elderberry, and 25 laurel sumac at Ernest E. Debs Regional Park.
5. Plant and maintain 50 (1 gal.) coast live oak, 50 black walnut, 50 elderberry, 25

toyon, and 25 laurel sumac at Elysian Park.
6. Install Land Life Cocoons in order to help establish the newly planted seedlings.

This product is designed as a basin to hold 5 gallons of water around the roots of
each seedling and to biodegrade over time.

7. Install poultry wire cages around each Land Life Cocoon in order to protect from
wildlife predators and other possible disturbances.

8. Apply three inches of mulch within a three foot radius of each seedling.
9. The maintenance would consist of refilling Land Life Cocoons with water, weed

removal, cage replacement, mulch replacement, and tree replacement as
needed.

10. The work would be carried out primarily by the NET youth crew but also with the
help of volunteers on a limited basis.

In order to implement this project, NET would need access to each of the parks mentioned 
above.  Access shall be granted pursuant to a right of entry permit or license to be issued by the 
Department of Recreation and Parks, specifying the dates, times, location and activities 
permitted. The NET crew would plant the seedlings during the winter and spring of 2022 and 
follow up with maintenance over the course of the five year term of the Memorandum of 
Agreement to which this Scope of Work is attached. 

Maintenance 

The maintenance would occur one week per month. The crew would consist of four people. 
They would be using a Ford F-450 stake bed truck with a 200 gallon water tank (used for filling 
the Land Life Cocoons) installed in the bed of the truck. Their hours of work would be from 7:00 
am to 3:30 pm, Tuesday through Saturday. On a limited basis NET would host volunteer events 
to allow the public the opportunity to assist with the tree planting. These events would be limited 
to no more than 30 volunteers per event. NET shall be solely responsible for the organization 
and supervision of any such volunteer events and the expenses associated thereto.  All work for 
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the project would be carried out with the use of standard hand tools such as round point 
shovels, picks, and rakes. No power tools will be used for this project. At all times during the 
performance of the work set forth herein, NET shall comply with all applicable Federal, State, 
and local rules, laws and regulations. 

Community Outreach 

Outreach and communication with community stakeholders will be implemented by NET at its 
own expense throughout the entirety of the project. Collaboration and communication with the 
nearby residents, the Park Advisory Boards, community groups, schools, park volunteers, and 
other local stakeholders will continue throughout the duration of the project.  



Form Gen. 146 (Rev. 6/12) 

Required Insurance and Minimum Limits 

Name:   Date: 

Agreement/Reference: 

Evidence of coverages checked below, with the specified minimum limits, must be submitted and approved prior to 
occupancy/start of operations.  Amounts shown are Combined Single Limits ("CSLs").  For Automobile Liability, split 
limits may be substituted for a CSL if the total per occurrence equals or exceeds the CSL amount.  

  Limits          

 Workers' Compensation (WC) and Employer's Liability (EL) 
 WC     Statutory  

  EL   
Waiver of Subrogation in favor of City Longshore & Harbor Workers 

Jones Act 

   General Liability 

 Products/Completed Operations Sexual Misconduct 

Fire Legal Liability  

Automobile Liability (for any and all vehicles used for this contract, other than commuting to/from work) 

  Professional Liability (Errors and Omissions) 

Discovery Period 

Property Insurance (to cover replacement cost of building - as determined by insurance company)  

  All Risk Coverage  Boiler and Machinery 
 Flood       Builder's Risk 
 Earthquake       



Surety Bonds - Performance and Payment (Labor and Materials) Bonds 

 Crime Insurance 

Other:
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Proposed CalFire Planting Area for RAP

Ascot Hills

Ascot Hills Planting Area

Untitled layer
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Proposed CalFire Planting Area for RAP

Proposed Areas

Angels Point Road

Grand View Drive

Radio Hill

Buena Vista Hill
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Proposed CalFire Planting Area for RAP

E Debs

E Debs Planting Area
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